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This report provides a summary of the American Samoa longline fishery’s catch and effort
statistics for the first quarter of 2014. The fishery continues to experience challenges. Most important,
catch and catch per unit effort (CPUE) of the primary target species albacore tuna are both well below
long term averages. Catches of many other marketable species have also remained low during the first
quarter of 2014, as they were throughout the previous year.

Table 1 provides summary statistics by date of haul. This table was derived from all logbook data
submitted to the American Samoa Department of Marine and Wildlife Resources and posted at the Pacific
Islands Fisheries Science Center (PIFSC) by August 19, 2014. Although very long trips (60-90 days) are
typical for the American Samoa longline fishery, causing delays, all logbooks recording fishing activity
during the first quarter of 2014 should have been submitted by this report date.

The American Samoa longline fleet reported about a fifth less fishing effort in the first quarter of
2014 than in the same quarter of 2013. There were only 13 active vessels, 18.8% less than in 2013 (Fig.
1). These 13 vessels made 319 sets and deployed 882,500 hooks, which was 46.7% fewer sets (Fig. 2)
and 49.7% less hooks (Fig. 3) than were registered in the same quarter of 2013. The average number of
hooks per set was also 5.6% lower (down from 2,931 hooks/set in 2013 to 2,766 hooks/set in 2014).

The total catch (all species combined) was also well below the long term average. A total of
12,326 fish were caught, which was about half the total reported during the first quarter of 2013 (Fig. 4).
With the exception of skipjack tuna, the number of fish caught decreased for all species (individually and
in total), when compared with the first quarter of 2013. Although the main target species, albacore tuna,
dominated the catch as usual (34.5%), the 4,250 albacore caught in the first quarter of 2014 is about 70%
less than the 14,122 caught in the same quarter of 2013 (Fig. 5). Skipjack tuna catch increased slightly
(by 4%, Fig. 7), while the catch of all other species and groups decreased, including: yellowfin tuna
(5.2%, Fig. 8), bigeye tuna (6.9%, Fig. 6), mahimahi (77.1%, Fig. 9), wahoo (47.5%, Fig. 10), billfishes
(42.2%, Fig. 11), and sharks (16.7%, Fig. 12).

Despite the large decrease in catch, the overall CPUE (number of fish of all species per 1000
hooks) increased slightly (by 1.2%) in the first quarter of 2014, compared with 2013. This average nearly
reached 14 fish/1000 hooks, which was slightly above the 13.8 fish/1000 hooks seen the previous year
(Fig. 13). CPUE for albacore tuna and mahimahi decreased, while CPUE increased to a varying extent
for all other species. CPUE for the targeted albacore decreased by 40.2% (Fig. 14), reaching its lowest
long term level. However, CPUE for the second most targeted species, skipjack tuna, increased by
107.3% (Fig. 16), bigeye tuna CPUE increased 87.1% (Fig. 15), and yellowfin tuna CPUE, which may be
increasingly supplying local fresh fish markets, increased 88.3% (Fig. 17). Mahimahi CPUE decreased
54.6% (Fig. 18), but this species represents a very small component of the catch. CPUE for wahoo
increased 3.9% (Fig.19), CPUE for billfishes increased 15.7% (Fig. 20), while shark CPUE increased by
66.6% (Fig. 21).
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Table 1. Summary of fish catch and nominal fishing effort by American Samoa Longline vessels
during the first quarter of 2014 based on longline logbooks processed as of August 19th, 2014.
The number of trips in this table represent the total number of trips reporting some fishing activity in the
first quarter.

TRIP INFORMATION

Number of Vessels: 13
Number of Trips: 26
Number of Sets: 319
1000's of Hooks Set: 882
Number of Light Sticks 0
Used:

CATCH INFORMATION

Number Number Number Number Caught
Species Caught Kept Released per 1000 Hooks
BILLFISH
Blue marlin 203 77 126 0.23
Striped marlin 32 20 12 0.04
Sailfish 14 4 10 0.02
Spearfish 99 8 91 0.11
Swordfish 39 17 22 0.04
TOTAL BILLFISH 387 126 261 0.44
SHARKS
Blue shark 278 5 273 0.32
Shortfin mako shark 42 1 41 0.05
Thresher shark 33 0 33 0.04
White tip oceanic shark 105 0 105 0.12
Sharks (unknown) 71 1 70 0.08
TOTAL SHARKS 529 7 522 0.60
TUNA
Albacore tuna 4,250 4,232 18 4.82
Bigeye tuna 642 638 4 0.73
Bluefin tuna 3 3 0 0.00
Skipjack tuna 2,267 2,267 0 2.57
Yellowfin tuna 2,839 2,829 10 3.22
TOTAL TUNA 10,001 9,969 32 11.33
OTHER PELAGICS
Mahimahi 43 43 0 0.05
Moonfish 35 6 29 0.04
Qilfish 486 6 480 0.55
Pomfret 59 2 57 0.07
Wahoo 707 704 3 0.80
TOTAL OTHER PELAGICS 1,330 761 569 151
NON-PMUS
Pelagic fishes (unknown) 79 0 79 0.09
TOTAL NON-PMUS 79 0 79 0.09
TOTAL ALL SPECIES 12,326 10,863 1,463 13.97



Note: In the charts, the long-term statistics for maximum (Max) and minimum (Min) include the first
quarter of 2014, the rest of the quarters reflect the maximum and minimum for 2013. Also note that long-
term averages (Avg) are for 1997-2012. In the past, there were delays in receiving the logbook data. This
date range is being revised to include averages up to the current year in a new program under
development.

Figure 1. Quarterly Effort, Number of American Samoa Longline Vessels Submitting Logbooks
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Figure 2. Quarterly Effort, Number of Sets by American Samoa Longliners
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Figure 3. Quarterly Effort, Number of Hooks Set by American Samoa Longliners
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Figure 4. Quarterly Catch, Total Number (All Species) by American Samoa Longliners
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Figure 5. Quarterly Catch of Albacore Tuna by American Samoa Longliners
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Figure 6. Quarterly Catch of Bigeye Tuna by American Samoa Longliners
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Figure 7. Quarterly Catch of Skipjack Tuna by American Samoa Longliners
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Figure 8. Quarterly Catch of Yellowfin Tuna by American Samoa Longliners
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Figure 9. Quarterly Catch of Mahimahi by American Samoa Longliners
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Figure 10. Quarterly Catch of Wahoo by American Samoa Longliners
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Figure 11. Quarterly Catch of All Billfishes by American Samoa Longliners
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Figure 12. Quarterly Catch of All Shark Species by American Samoa Longliners
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Figure 13. Quarterly CPUE of All Species (No/1000 hooks) by American Samoa Longliners
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Figure 14. Quarterly CPUE of Albacore (No/1000 Hooks) by American Samoa Longliners
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Figure 15. Quarterly CPUE of Bigeye Tuna (No/1000 Hooks) by American Samoa Longliners
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Figure 16. Quarterly CPUE of Skipjack Tuna (No/1000 Hooks) by American Samoa Longliners
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Figure 17. Quarterly CPUE of Yellowfin Tuna (No/1000 Hooks) by American Samoa Longliners
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Figure 18. Quarterly CPUE of Mahimahi (No/1000 Hooks) by American Samoa Longliners
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Figure 19. Quarterly CPUE of Wahoo (No/1000 Hooks) by American Samoa Longliners
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Figure 20. Quarterly CPUE of All Billfishes (No/1000 Hooks) by American Samoa Longliners
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Figure 21. Quarterly CPUE of All Shark Species (No/1000 Hooks) by American Samoa Longliners
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